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Introduction 
 
The Black history of Carmel and the surrounding area is the 
story of courageous and perseverant families that predates the 
platting of the town by almost two decades. Before the 
pioneers settled this area, a Black man named Pete lived 
among the Lenape near Carmel’s northeast side. He enjoyed a 
number of peaceful years on the frontier, but he was not safe 
from the threat of slavery—not even in Indian Territory in a 
free state.  
 
Many Black men, women and children escaped from their 
enslavers by traveling a line of the Underground Railroad 
operated by Quakers on Hamilton County’s west side. The 
Quakers were leaders in the local abolitionist movement. In 
addition to their activism, some ran for office on the Liberty 
Party ticket. Others held rallies and debates on the subject. 
The movement brought Frederick Douglass to the county on a 
lecture tour in 1843. He spoke then as a fugitive from slavery. 
When he returned to the county nearly four decades later, he 
was a revered American icon.  
 
Several residents of Clay Township and West Delaware were 
enslaved in the South prior to settling in Indiana. One of these 
men ran away from his enslaver and joined the Union Army 
as it marched through his town during the Civil War. 
 
After the turn of the century, a Black family group moved to 
Clay Township. One of the young men from this family served 
overseas during World War I. Another was Carmel High 
School’s first Black graduate.  
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In the 1940s, the Stubbs family sharecropped on a farm 
located near the intersection of the Monon Railroad and 116th 
Street. One son served in World   War II. Another was a track 
star that the newspapers called the “Carmel Comet.” Carmel 
High School did not have a track for him to train on, yet he 
became one of the fastest young men in the country.  
 
The Black residents who settled in the Carmel-area left a 
proud legacy. It is our hope that the stories of their strength 
and fortitude will inspire generations to come. 
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Pete, the First Black Settler  
of Hamilton County 

Before Central Indiana was opened for settlement, the land 
that is now Hamilton County was inhabited by the Lenape 
tribe. There was also a Black man who lived among them. 
Some accounts refer to him as Pete.1 Others call him Smith or 
Bill Allen.2 The little that is known about Pete was written by 
the pioneers who established a squatter settlement in the 
spring of 1819. It stretched from the northeast corner of 
present-day Carmel to the Horseshoe Prairie a mile and a half 
up White River in Noblesville Township. Pete visited the 
settlement with the Lenape and became acquainted with the 
settlers. One incident in particular endeared him to the 
community.  
 
One day that first spring, Sarah Finch removed her muddy 
shoes before entering her cabin and left them outside the door. 
She discovered later that they were missing and became upset. 
It would have taken a trip to Connersville to replace them, and 
she could not spare the money to buy a new pair. It was 
presumed that one of the Lenape who had been around the 
cabin that day had carried them away. When Pete heard the 
story, he told her not to worry and that her shoes would be 
returned. He followed through and retrieved the shoes the 
next night. Sarah’s grandson, Augustus F. Shirts, wrote: “This 
made Pete the hero of the little colony.”3 Pete continued to 
visit and work with the settlers for the next two years. In 1820, 
he helped George Shirts raise a crop of corn on four acres 
rented from William Conner. 
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However, the seemingly peaceful existence Pete enjoyed on the 
frontier was short-lived. The Lenape ceded their territory in 
Central Indiana to the federal government in the Treaty of St. 
Mary’s in 1818. The tribe was given three years to vacate the 
land, after which it was opened for settlement. As that date 
approached, people came to the area to inspect the land.  
 
One of the prospective buyers was a Kentuckian who arrived 
in 1821. Once he learned there was a Black man living among 
the Lenape, he hurried back to his home state and soon after 
returned with papers authorizing him to seize Pete under the 
fugitive slave law. Pete insisted that he had never been 
enslaved and did not know the man. The settlers and Lenape 
brought the matter before William Conner, who considered 
the situation and advised them not to interfere. Pete was 
removed from his home and enslaved in the south.4 The 
injustice he suffered was unconscionable, but sadly, his story 
was replayed throughout the country during the era of 
American slavery.  
 

Abolitionism and  
the Underground Railroad 

By 1830, there were over two million enslaved people in the 
United States.5 Thousands fled the South over the next three 
decades to find freedom in the North, Canada, Mexico or the 
Caribbean. Over time, a network of routes and safe houses 
known as the Underground Railroad developed to discretely 
enable their escape. 
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Quakers participated in the slave trade during the Colonial 
Period, but by the nineteenth century, abolitionism was an 
established principle of Quakerism. The high concentration of 
Quakers on Hamilton County’s west side allowed for a line of 
the Underground Railroad to operate through Bethlehem 
(now Carmel), Westfield, Deming and Boxley. The Quakers in 
Westfield were especially active in this work. There were three 
Quaker communities in what is now Carmel—the Richland 
Meeting established 1833, the Poplar Ridge Meeting 
established 1850 and the East Branch Meeting established 
1852. Carmel’s founder, Daniel Warren, was a member of the 
Richland Meeting and was said to have been a leader of the 
Underground Railroad in his community.6 Hezekiah Collins’s 
house along Spring Mill Road in the Poplar Ridge 
neighborhood was said to have been a station.7 
 
The Quaker meetings in Hamilton County also made efforts to 
provide aid to the free Black people in their vicinity. In 1840, 
the Richland and Westfield Meetings funded a literacy 
program for Black people in Indianapolis and the surrounding 
area.8 These meetings continued to provide aid over the next 
several decades.9  
 
In 1844, Quakers in Hamilton County, some of whom were 
active in the Underground Railroad, ran for state and local 
offices on the abolitionist Liberty Party ticket.10 Elias Harvey, a 
resident of Clay Township, was the party’s candidate for 
sheriff. Though no Liberty Party candidates were elected, they 
effectively used their campaign to promote abolitionism 
through speeches and debates held across the county.11 
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However, outside the Quaker communities, residents of 
Hamilton County were generally unsympathetic to the plight 
of those who were enslaved and to the welfare of the free Black 
residents scattered throughout the area. Augustus F. Shirts, 
who was born just south of Noblesville in 1824, wrote: “But 
while there were many good men in our county who gave 
assistance to runaway slaves, perhaps a very large majority of 
our people not only opposed any such aid to the slave, but 
were just as strongly opposed to the slave himself.”12 
 
The Quakers were meticulous record keepers, but they were 
careful not to record the illegal activities of the Underground 
Railroad. Secrecy was necessary to protect those who passed 
through the county on their way to freedom and those who 
helped them along the way. For this reason, few escape stories 
were documented. However, the story of the Rhodes family 
was an exception. Court records, including sworn witness 
testimonies, and contemporaneous newspaper articles give a 
rare account of a Black family’s struggle to secure their 
freedom and the effort of abolitionists to help them. 

Notice for a debate on abolitionism. Jacob Pfaff and William Frost were 
active in the Underground Railroad.  

Little Western. [Noblesville, IN]. 4 May 1844, p. 3. 
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Freedom for  
John and Louann Rhodes 

John and Louann Rhodes were born into slavery in Virginia—
John in the 1790s and Louann in the 1810s. Their given names 
were Sam and Maria. In the 1830s, they were enslaved in 
Kentucky by a man named John Tipton. Shortly after their 
daughter Amy was born in 1835, Tipton moved his family and 
the Rhodes to Warren County, Illinois, where John’s adult son 
Jonathan lived. John hoped to convince his son to move with 
the rest of the family to Missouri.* 
 
When they arrived at Jonathan’s cabin in October 1835, 
Tipton decided to settle in the area temporarily. He and 
Jonathan purchased the ground where Jonathan’s cabin and 
stable were located. Then Tipton had his sons work with John 
Rhodes to build a large double cabin for the Tipton family of 
ten and a smaller cabin for the Rhodes. They also built a 
summer kitchen/smokehouse. Rhodes and the younger Tipton 
men spent much of the fall and winter splitting rails and 
constructing a fence around a field of about twenty-five to 
thirty acres. They then tilled the soil to prepare it for planting 
in the spring.13  
                                                             
* The version of John and Louann Rhodes’s story in this book was taken 
solely from contemporaneous sources, including sworn testimonies from 
witnesses to the events. Readers might also be interested in versions of the 
story written by Augustus F. Shirts in A History of the Formation, Settlement 
and Development of Hamilton County, Indiana, from the Year 1818 to the 
Close of the Civil War published in 1901 and Julia S. Conklin in “The 
Underground Railroad in Indiana” published in The Indiana Quarterly 
Magazine of History in June 1910. 
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However, when spring came, Tipton’s primary concern was 
getting the Rhodes out of Illinois. He worried that abolitionists 
in the neighborhood would help them escape.14 Furthermore, 
Illinois was a free state, and slaves who were kept in a free state 
for six months or longer were free under the law, so in April 
1836, he started for Missouri with the Rhodes family. Tipton 
armed John Rhodes with a club and told him that slave traders 
might attempt to kidnap him and his family along the way, but 
in reality, the only interference Tipton feared was that from 
the abolitionists.15  
 
When the party reached Carroll County, Missouri, they 
stopped at the home of Sashel Woods to allow the Rhodes to 
recover from a bout of the measles they contracted during the 
trip. Tipton left them with Woods while he went to Howard 
County to visit a relative named Jacob Headrick, who was a 
slave trader. Headrick sold Tipton a farm in Howard County 
and purchased the Rhodes family from him for eleven 
hundred dollars. When the Rhodes learned of the 
arrangement, they feared Headrick would take them south and 
separate the family.  
 
Before Headrick arrived to claim the Rhodes, a man named 
Singleton Vaughn came to inspect them. Vaughn was looking 
to purchase a female slave, but John and Louann begged him 
to purchase the whole family and keep them together. Vaughn 
reluctantly agreed and purchased them from Headrick for the 
same price Headrick paid Tipton.16 Headrick told the court, “I 
was induced to sell them to Vaughn on account of their crying 
and bugging me to sell them to him. They seemed very much 
opposed to me taking them south.”17 
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Vaughn took the Rhodes to his farm, where they were forced 
to labor for one year. In April 1837, they made their escape 
along the Underground Railroad and arrived in Adams 
Township in Hamilton County. There, they adopted new 
names to hide their identities. Sam became John Rhodes, and 
Maria became Louann. They changed their daughter Amy’s 
name to Lydia and settled into a new life free from slavery. 
They had another girl, Lylian, in 1838. The following year, 
they purchased ten acres near Baker’s Corner from Owen 
Williams.18 The property was located south of 236th Street 
along what is now US 31. In 1844, Louann gave birth to 
another girl, who they named Jane.19 
 
The Rhodes lived in relative peace for seven years, but they 
were not safe. In March 1844, Vaughn received word that the 
Rhodes were in Hamilton County. He enlisted the help of his 
friend Joseph Cooper and another Missourian named Charles 
Merritt. The three men left for Indiana on April 5, 1844. After 
their arrival in Noblesville, they began to inquire about the 
whereabouts of the Rhodes. On April 19, Vaughn obtained a 
warrant from the circuit court for their arrest and procured 
the assistance of five Hamilton County men—Jacob Lyson, 
Walter Murphy, Samuel A. Detrick, William Combs and 
Edward Sharp.  
 
The following day, Vaughn and his posse arrived at the 
Rhodes’s cabin about an hour and a half before daybreak. 
Vaughn initially tried to lure John and Louann out with 
deception. He had Merritt call out to them, saying that he was 
lost and needed a place to rest until morning, but the Rhodes 
declined the request. According to Joseph Cooper, Vaughn 
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then said, “Sam, your master is here. Open the door and let me 
in. I want to see you and Maria. It has been a long time since I 
saw you.” He read the warrant aloud, but they still refused to 
open the door.  
 
Vaughn and his men attempted to force their way into the 
cabin, but the door was secured and there were no windows, 
so they decided to wait until sunrise. When dawn broke, they 
again tried to open the door, and Cooper said the Rhodes 
“commenced crying murder.” Vaughn’s men procured a pry 
bar and broke the door from its hinges.20 However, the Rhodes 
quickly leaned the broken door across the doorway and 
pushed a bed against it. John picked up his axe and stood 
guard behind the barricade. Meanwhile, some of Vaughn’s 
men went to the other side of the cabin and tore down the 
chimney. According to Asa Bales, Louann kept the fire 
burning and fought the men back as best she could, but they 
eventually forced their way in.21  
 
With few options left, the Rhodes agreed to go with Vaughn 
before a judge, but first, they wanted to see some of their 
friends, particularly Christopher Williams, who they said 
owed them money. About that time, Christopher’s brother 
Owen came to the cabin. John asked him to get his brother, 
and Christopher soon after arrived armed with a rifle. He 
spoke with John for a few minutes, and then left. The Williams 
spread the word throughout the community and before long, 
thirty to forty abolitionists gathered at the cabin. They 
consented to allow Vaughn to take the Rhodes before a judge 
in Noblesville, and escorted the family and their captors as 
they made their way down the road.  
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When they came to the house of David Anthony, he invited 
the group to stop for breakfast. Vaughn and his men declined, 
but Anthony insisted that the Rhodes have a bite to eat. They 
remained at Anthony’s home for two hours. During that time, 
the crowd swelled to about one hundred abolitionists. Among 
them was a lawyer from Westfield. He examined the warrant 
and declared that it was illegally issued, which strengthened 
the abolitionists’ resolve to intervene on behalf of the Rhodes.  
 
As the party prepared to leave, Anthony insisted on taking the 
Rhodes to Noblesville in his wagon. When they reached the 
crossroads to Noblesville and Westfield, they were met by 
another forty to fifty abolitionists led by Asa Bales, who spoke 
for the group and demanded that the Rhodes be tried in 
Westfield rather than Noblesville. The crowd responded with 
cheers of, “Proceed to Westfield!” Others shouted: “Run them 
over if they don’t get out of the way!” The crowd began to 
move towards Cooper who held the horses at the front of the 
wagon. Cooper later testified that Christopher Williams 
threatened to shoot him if he did not release the reigns.22 
According to Asa Bales, a new driver jumped into the wagon 
and drove it towards Westfield with haste. The crowd 
followed, while Vaughn and his men turned their horses 
towards Noblesville. 
 
When the wagon arrived in Westfield, the Rhodes family was 
nowhere to be seen. They had been allowed to escape along the 
way and went into hiding for fear that Vaughn would continue 
to pursue them. Meanwhile, the abolitionists bought time by 
filing a complaint against the slave owner. Vaughn was 
arrested for causing a riot the following day. Asa Bales was 
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among those summoned to testify at the trial. However, the 
judge ruled that Vaughn had the right to use all the force that 
was necessary to recover his property, and he was acquitted.23 
 
Vaughn then sued Owen Williams, Christopher Williams, 
David Anthony, Asa Bales and Jesse Baker. He claimed 
damages of three thousand dollars for the loss of his slaves and 
demanded five hundred dollars from each of the defendants, 
which was the penalty under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. 
 

 
 
 
 

This map shows the route from the Rhodes’ cabin to David Anthony’s 
property. At the crossroads, the wagon was driven to Westfield, and the 
Rhodes were allowed to escape along the way. There were fewer roads in 
1844 than are shown on this map. Back then, the Indianapolis–Westfield 

Road veered northeast toward Deming just north of Westfield. 
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His complaint filed in the U.S. circuit court claimed that the 
defendants “forcibly rescued said Negro man and Negro 
woman… and with force and strong hand wholly prevented 
the plaintiff from recovering the Negro man and Negro 
woman… by means whereof the plaintiff lost the said Negro 
man and Negro woman and each of them and lost the services 
of each, which the plaintiff was entitled.”24  
 
Abolitionist leaders in Hamilton County formed the John 
Rhodes Association to coordinate and fund the defense of 
those named in the lawsuits.25 The case against Owen 
Williams was the first to go to trial. Williams’s attorneys were 
able to show through witness testimony that Tipton had kept 
the Rhodes family in Illinois, a free state, over six months. In 
doing so, the Rhodes had obtained their freedom. Thus, 
Tipton’s sale to Headrick and Headrick’s sale to Vaughn were 
void. On May 23, 1845, the court ruled in favor of Williams, 
and Vaughn withdrew his lawsuits against the other 
defendants. Not only did he fail to recoup his losses, Vaughn 
owed the defendants over two hundred eighty dollars in fee 
reimbursements.26  
 
The Rhodes sold their land in Baker’s Corner in 1851 and 
moved to the Roberts Settlement area.27 Roberts Settlement 
was a community of free Blacks established in 1835. The 
Underground Railroad continued to operate through the 
county until slavery was finally abolished. Unfortunately, most 
of the stories of the freedom seekers and their allies are lost to 
history. Today, the Rhodes’s story is commemorated on an 
Indiana State Historical Marker located in Asa Bales Park in 
Westfield. 
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Frederick Douglass 

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in Maryland in 1817 
or 1818. When he was about twenty, he escaped with the help 
of a free Black woman named Ann Murray, who he had fallen 
in love with and later married. They soon after settled in an 
abolitionist community in Massachusetts. In the decades that 
followed, Douglass became one of the leading abolitionist 
voices in America.  
 
In 1843, the American Anti-Slavery Society organized a 
lecture tour known as the “One Hundred Conventions.” 
Douglass was asked to be one of the speakers. He had escaped 
slavery just five years prior and gave a powerful testimony on 
the evils of the institution in cities and towns across the 
country. The Indiana-leg of the tour commenced in Pendleton 
on September 15.28 Douglass addressed the crowd in the 
Baptist church that morning without disruption. However, 
rumors of a mob reached the trustees of the church later that 
day. They feared that the building would be damaged if 
violence broke out and closed the doors on Douglass and his 
associates that afternoon.  
 
The following day, a platform was set up in the woods to allow 
the speeches to continue. As one of the lecturers addressed the 
crowd, the mob arrived and demanded they end the meeting. 
When the lecturers persisted, a riot broke out, Douglass and 
several of the abolitionists were injured.29 Douglass described 
the incident in his autobiography: 
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Etching of Frederick Douglass published in 1845 
Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American 

Slave. Webb and Chapman, 1845. 
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They tore down the platform on which we stood, 
assaulted Mr. White and knocked out several of his 
teeth, dealt a heavy blow on William A. White, 
striking him on the back part of the head, badly 
cutting his scalp and felling him to the ground. 
Undertaking to fight my way through the crowd with 
a stick which I caught up in the melee, I attracted the 
fury of the mob, which laid me prostrate on the 
ground under a torrent of blows. Leaving me thus, 
with my right hand broken and in a state of 
unconsciousness, the mobocrats hastily mounted their 
horses and rode to Andersonville, where most of them 
resided.30  

 
Douglass was carried to the home of a Quaker. He recovered 
quickly, and the group moved on to conduct a lecture in 
Noblesville, where they again faced intimidation.31 A second 
group of lecturers that included Charles Lenox Remond tried 
to hold a meeting at Noblesville the following week but were 
barred from speaking in the county courthouse by a mob. 
They held their meeting outside and moved on to Westfield 
the next day, where according to lecturer Sydney Howard Gay, 
they were warmly received by the Quakers, who vowed to 
protect them against the threat of pro-slavery interference:  
 

The next day a very good meeting was held [in 
Westfield,] though a mob was threatened, but the 
Westfield people are made of sterner stuff than their 
neighbors of Noblesville and, believing in the right of 
self-defense and knowing that there was no law to 
protect men but the law in their own right arms, were 
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ready for action. Nonresistant as I am, I honor this 
spirit rather than the cowardly one of their neighbors.  
 
However, the mob did not come, and it was well for 
them—well for all—that they did not. Men loaded 
their rifles that morning who would not have hesitated 
to use them, had rights been invaded. Such is the pro-
slavery, and such too, I fear in too many cases, is the 
anti-slavery spirit of that portion of the state in which 
we have been for nearly a fortnight past.32 

 
Two years after the One Hundred Conventions tour, Douglass 
published the first of three autobiographies, which became a 
bestseller and solidified him as the face of the abolitionist 
movement. In 1847, he published his first newspaper, the 
North Star, which promoted the rights of Black Americans, 
women and other oppressed groups. Douglass also worked on 
the Underground Railroad, sheltering hundreds of refugees of 
slavery over the years. 
 
After America’s slaves were emancipated with the ratification 
of the Thirteenth Amendment, Douglass worked to secure the 
rights of the freedmen and freedwomen. He also continued to 
promote the cause of women’s suffrage. By the time he 
returned to Noblesville on September 1, 1880, he was known 
throughout the world. He stopped in the city to stump for 
Republican James A. Garfield’s presidential campaign.† In 
contrast to the treatment he received during his first visit, over 

                                                             
† Between the two major parties, the Republicans had a platform that was 
more aligned with the interests of Black Americans at that time. 
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a thousand people, Carmel residents among them, gathered to 
cheer as he disembarked the train.33 The crowd that heard him 
speak later that afternoon was so immense that the Noblesville 
Ledger quipped that it would be easier to measure their size in 
acres than to estimate their number. The paper wrote that as 
he spoke, “the whole crowd gathered as near as possible to him 
and drank in the words as they fell from his lips, as did the 
people of old when their prophets returned to tell glad tidings 
of great joy.”34 The speech, as transcribed by the Ledger, 
follows: 

Frederick Douglass, ca. 1880  
Library of Congress 
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Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I have appeared 
before the American people during the last forty years 
in several different capacities. Thirty-seven years ago, 
I appeared in Noblesville as a slave. Then, I appealed 
to the good people for protection as a fugitive slave. 
Now, thanks to the logic of events, thanks to the 
magnanimity and wisdom of the Republican Party, I 
am permitted to appear before you not as a slave, but 
as a man, a man among men. [Applause.] I appear as 
an American citizen of the grandest country that the 
sun looks down upon anywhere.  
 
I believe we are the best people. [Laughter.] We are the 
best fed, best clothed and best housed of any people on 
Earth. I have traveled considerably since I last saw 
you. I have seen the grand sights and witnessed the 
beautiful scenes of the old world. I have been in the 
sunny South and in South America, but nowhere have 
I seen such a people as I see in the free Northern States 
of the United States. The privilege to assemble 
together as we are here today is enjoyed nowhere else. 
This meeting is an American institution the parallel of 
which can be found nowhere on Earth.  
 
Now, old men are apt to be talkative—apt to talk too 
much of the deeds of the past. I might talk of early 
days among you, but they were bitter days. Mr. Dalzell 
has told you that he was not surprised at the scenes 
before me—such a magnificent demonstration—but I 
must say that I am a little surprised. Looking at the 
state of affairs thirty-seven years ago, it is with great 
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gratification that I see the contrast of things then and 
now. Then, I came here to talk of slavery. I believed 
then, as I do now, that all the American people need is 
more light. I believed then that if I could impress them 
with an idea of the wrongs and cruelties suffered by 
the Black man, if I could unfold all the evils of the 
hideous monster—slavery—that the American people 
would crush and destroy it. And when they did see the 
wrong, this hell black abomination, they said it should 
not be perpetuated, and it was not. 
 
Abraham Lincoln, the grandest man Earth ever saw, 
said the word—“the word was made flesh and is 
dwelling among us today.” The change in thirty-seven 
years is vast. Then, the people of this place watched 
me stealing out of town and looked at me with 
wonder, saying what can that old “n_____” do? The 
majority of the people would have blushed to the bone 
at my prospects at that time, but the right will prevail. 
 
Deep down in the souls of men is an immortal 
principle directing men to liberty. They used to tell me 
that I did wrong in running away from slavery, that I 
was cheating my master out of the money invested in 
me. I can’t help that. Liberty was above all earthly 
possessions, and I was after it. But now, friends, I am 
not here to teach principles but to give color to the 
occasion. [Laughter.] I am not as Black as someone 
would have me [pulling his white hair]; nor am I very 
White. I stand between the two races and can deal out 
an impartial hand. [Laughter and immense applause.]  
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The currency question is settled. There is an objection 
urged against national banks, but nothing can be 
substituted for them. Nobody wants to go back to the 
old wild cat money. We march in the front rank of the 
most highly favored nation on Earth as regards 
finances. Secession of states is settled. What remains 
to be settled? Whether there shall be in this fair land of 
ours liberty or slavery, civilization or barbarism, 
freedom of speech or tyranny and gag-law. It is, shall 
the North or the South rule.  
 
These questions concern the whole people, Black and 
White, rich and poor, the intelligent and the illiterate. 
In this contest, we are not to be blinded by the 
brilliant deeds of the two candidates. There are powers 
at work greater than these men. They are great. 
Hancock is great. Garfield is greater. [Laughter and 
applause.] But there are powers behind the throne 
greater than the throne. The parties make candidates, 
not the candidates the parties. The party is the dog; 
the candidate, the tail. The party is the master; the 
candidate, the servant. The party determines the 
policy. 
 
Hancock says he will uphold the constitution and laws 
of the United States, but he is in a party that before it 
will allow him to carry out the Thirteenth, Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth Amendments, it will put him in the 
uncertain and tremulous position of Buchanan, who 
did not dare to act contrary to the party’s command. 
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He did not dare reinforce the starving garrison at Fort 
Sumter. 
 
The rebellion was the Democratic Party in the South 
in arms. The Democratic Party sundered this Union at 
its center. It was this party that with treason in heart, 
with bullets in pockets, and with steel blades in hand, 
tried to destroy this Union. It is the same feeling in the 
party now. 
 
The South is solid—solid for Hancock. We need not 
count its vote—they are all ready. On that, the 
Democrats rely for success. It was made solid on the 
Mississippi Plan by shotguns, by Ku Klux bands and 
by intimidation. There must be a reason for the solid 
South. Now, as in the time of Breckenridge, they say 
that they will stay in the Union if they can rule it. They 
want to run the machine. They expect you hard-
handed laborers of the North to join in placing this 
government in the hands of chivalrous masters. Will 
you do it? [Loud cries of no! no!] 
 
They will do anything to get in power. It is hard to 
keep watch of their maneuvers. It is hard to follow 
their evolutions and convolutions. They tried to hide 
behind Horace Greeley’s old white coat. The 
Democratic Party is the same old snake in a new skin. 
My objection to Hancock is that he is a candidate of 
the unrepentant rebels of the South.  
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I don’t shrink from a comparison of the candidates of 
the two parties. Both were soldiers. Hancock was 
educated for war. It was in the line of his ambition. 
Garfield’s habits were of a peaceful nature. He desired 
the halls of learning and his quiet library. War was a 
dreaded thing to him. Nothing but a menace to our 
government or necessity could induce him to leave the 
peaceful walks of learning for the awful trials of war.  
 
If we weigh the motives of men, the scales will turn in 
favor of Mr. Garfield. In statesmanship, Garfield 
stands incomparably higher than Hancock. Hancock’s 
civil policy of order No. 40 is a reiteration of the 
doctrine of all the ages of the past. In his case, it was 
subordinating the military power for the protection of 
the Negro to the civil power of their masters, which 
was the civil power of Johnson. It was inviting murder 
and crime into those Southern States.  
 
Now, I want to appeal to my Democratic friends and 
ask you, why will you allow yourselves to vote with a 
party that is inimicable to the Negroes. Why do you so 
hate us? Is it because we are Black? That you must 
settle with God Almighty. What have we done to hurt 
you? We were born under the same blue sky. We 
drink from the same crystal springs. We till the same 
soil. We raise your cotton and your sugar. We fought 
for our country because we loved it and liberty. Why 
will you longer persecute us? In the war, we were legs 
to your boys. When they were hungry, we gave them 
bread. When they were thirsty, we gave them drink. 
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When the boys were afraid to see a White face, they 
were glad to see a Black one. The Black man risked his 
life and went with you at lonely midnight and pointed 
out to you the North Star. He hid you in the daytime 
from the enemy. Why will you unite with a party that 
hates us and wishes to crush us out of existence?  
 
The solid South is on our neck. The South don’t allow 
us to vote. When the country called for strong, brave 
men to fill up the depleted ranks, when sons were 
brought home dead, when churches were draped in 
mourning and homes were desolate, when the 
Democratic Party in New York was burning orphans’ 
asylums, Abraham Lincoln called upon the Negroes to 
reach out the iron arm and steel finger, to put on the 
blue and come to the rescue. We answered: “We are 
coming father Abraham with two hundred thousand 
strong.” [Tremendous applause.] 
 
The same uprising of the patriotic feeling from the 
corn fields of this land, from the workshop of the 
village, from the student and professor, from hills and 
valleys, is abroad over this land and will sweep into 
power James A. Garfield. [Rounds of applause.] 
 
I thank you for listening to me so kindly forty years 
after you treated me so harshly. [A voice in the crowd 
asked about Pendleton.] Pendleton has done better 
than the South. Pendleton has repented and brought 
forth fruits meet for repentance. Nowhere do I feel 
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more at home now than at Pendleton. Forty years ago, 
nowhere did I feel less at home.  
 
Then, I was to speak there. I was placed upon a 
platform, and about the time I was ready to speak, 
some sixty young bravadoes—sallow and desperate 
looking fellows—came into town and commanded me 
to leave town in Ku Klux style. I offered to let them 
answer anything I said that was an error. They didn’t 
want to hear me at all. One fellow pulled down the 
platform. They struck down Mr. White and knocked 
out his teeth. W. A. White had his head cut. I thought 
I must fight, picked up a club and struck the nearest 
heads to me. Just then a shower of stones came upon 
me, broke my arm, bruised my head, and I was left for 
dead, but I wasn’t. 
 
Neal Hardy took me home, and he and his kind wife 
nursed me till I got well. Now thirty-seven years after 
that time, no house or table in Pendleton is too good 
for me. I have nothing to say against Pendleton. I only 
hope my Democratic friend will go and do likewise. 
Pendleton used to say “God d__n you n______.” Now 
it says, “God bless you.” I thank you that I have lived 
long enough to see and to know that there is a God 
that controls the universe and shapes the destiny of 
men. [Somebody asked him his age.] 
 
Well, that seems to by a matter of curiosity to some of 
you. It is no more to you than it is to me. I have been 
trying to find that out for many years. Those that 
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know where and when I was born are all gone. Where 
I came from, the people are born, not in years, months 
or days, but in times. Different people were born in 
different times. My people were born in blackberry 
time. [Laughter.] I would be glad to gratify your 
reasonable curiosity, but I cannot. [Douglass 
concluded his speech by proposing three cheers for 
James Dalzell who had spoken before him.]35 

 
Douglass’s candidate, James A. Garfield, won the presidency 
but was shot by an assassin and died six months after taking 
office. Prior to his death, President Garfield appointed 
Douglass District of Columbia Recorder of Deeds. He also 
received appointments from Presidents Ulysses S. Grant, 
Rutherford B. Hayes and Benjamin Harrison. Douglass visited 
Noblesville again on October 21, 1884, to stump for 
presidential candidate James G. Blaine.36 He continued to 
advocate for oppressed groups until his death in 1895 and has 
been called the father of the Civil Rights Movement.  
 

Freedmen and Freedwomen 
Formerly enslaved people whose freedom was recognized by 
the government were referred to as freedmen and 
freedwomen. Several freedmen and freedwomen made their 
homes in the Carmel area. The Hurleys obtained their 
freedom and settled in Clay Township during the Antebellum 
Period. Charles Lytle and Joseph and Sibbie Ann Duffy were 
part of an exodus from Southern states during Reconstruction.  
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Edmond and Caroline Hurley 
 
Edmond Hurley and Caroline Grant were born into slavery in 
Kentucky. By 1828, they had obtained their freedom and were 
married in Bourbon County.37 In 1840, the family of seven 
moved to the Elliott settlement in Clay Township.38 According 
to Samuel Harden, the Hurleys were not welcomed in the 
neighborhood initially, but some residents eventually learned 
the error of their bigotry: 

 
The first colored man who moved to the township was 
Edmond Hurly, [who came] from Kentucky in 1840. 
There was a great prejudice against him on account of 
color; he proved a perfect gentleman, and was worthy 
[of] the friendship and confidence of any person. He 
would not eat at the table with White folk at first, 
being at one time a slave in Kentucky, but his 
gentlemanly ways soon won for him the highest 
regards.39 

 
Hurley worked as a farm laborer for several years and used his 
earnings to purchase land. In 1849, he bought ten acres from 
John Harden for ninety-five dollars.40 The property was 
located south of 116th Street between Ditch Road and Spring 
Mill Road, where the Estancia subdivision is today. Six years 
later, he bought an additional thirty acres adjacent to his 
property for three hundred dollars and sold the entire forty 
acre property to Daniel Christian for one thousand two 
hundred dollars that same day.41 The Hurleys moved to the 
Roberts Settlement, a Black community in Jackson Township, 
where they established the Second Cicero Baptist Church on 
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the northwest corner of their land.42 Edmond was a pastor in 
the church until he sold the property in 1871.43 Edmond’s son, 
William Henry Hurley, was a veteran of the Civil War. He 
served in the 28th United States Colored Infantry Regiment for 
four months in 1865.44 
 

 

 
Charles Lytle 

 
After the Civil War, several Black families arrived from the 
South and were given a cabin in the East Branch 
neighborhood. Charles Lytle was a teenager when he arrived. 
He attended the East Branch School with John F. Haines and 
made a lasting impression on him: 
 

Perhaps one of the most remarkable members of the 
first literary society [at East Branch in 1870] was 

Map of the Hurley farm in Carmel 
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Charlie Lytle. He attended school for some time and 
was remarkable there. He came from North Carolina 
with a family to whom he claimed he was distantly 
related. He was probably about eighteen, though he 
did not know his age. He was tall, straight, dressed 
well as soon as he could earn enough money to buy 
clothing, was rather good-looking, very pleasant, jolly 
and sociable. He rapidly changed the lingo of “back 
thar” to Hoosier dialect. He was fond of using big 
words, and as fast as he learned them, he could make 
an extemporaneous speech without hesitancy, though 
it might mean little or nothing.  
 
In school, he had a remarkable mathematical ability. 
We had a class in Stoddard’s Mental Arithmetic. This 
book had many long, involved algebraic problems, 
and it was our custom in the class to recite without the 
book. The teacher would read the problem twice, and 
from memory, we would repeat the problem, then give 
the oral analysis. Charlie had not attended school very 
much, but he desired to be a member of this class, and 
to the astonishment of all, he was able to solve the 
problems. Just how he could do it none of us knew 
exactly, but he gave clear demonstrations of some of 
the most difficult.  
 
He often came to our house of an evening, and we had 
jolly times. He had a sweetheart at Noblesville. She 
wrote him a letter, but the penmanship was so bad 
that he could not read it. He took it to a number of 
people, but they could not decipher it. Finally he 
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brought it to me, and with his help and long, patient 
labor, we made out one sentence that said, “Charlie, I 
love you.” He immediately began to dance over the 
floor and said, “That’s all I want to know,” and the 
letter was never finished.45 

 
According to a newspaper correspondent, Lytle went into 
business with one of his classmates in 1874: “Webb Patton and 
Charlie Lytle have started a shoe shop and barbershop, and are 
living together in harmony; while one cobbles, the other 
shaves.”46 Little else is known about Lytle. He moved out of 
the neighborhood before 1880.  
 

Joseph and Sibbie Ann Duffy 
 
Joseph Duffy was born into slavery in Monroe County, 
Georgia, on April 3, 1841.47 He was the son of Elias and Mary 
Duffy. He had a brother, Ben, and two sisters, Elaina and 
Remy. All were enslaved by a Baptist minister, Rev. David 
Laney Duffey, with the exception of Remy, who was owned by 
a man named Jeru Wilson. Joseph lived on the property of 
Rev. Duffey’s son, Samuel Jackson Duffey in the Tussahaw 
District near McDonough, Georgia, from 1850 until he ran 
away during the Civil War.48  
 
On November 15, 1864, the Union Army under the command 
of Gen. William T. Sherman began a military campaign 
dubbed the March to the Sea in which the army ravaged towns 
and the countryside from Atlanta to Savannah in order to 
break the will of Southern people to continue the war. When 
the army reached McDonough on November 18, Joseph 
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entered the camp of the Twelfth Illinois Infantry and enlisted. 
He was made an undercook in Company A.49  
 
Over the next three weeks, Sherman’s Army marched over two 
hundred fifty miles to Savanah. They reached the port city on 
December 10, and after a ten-day standoff, the Confederates 
fled in the night. In late January, Sherman’s army began a two-
month, six-hundred-mile trek through the Carolinas. They 
won a victory at the Battle of Bentonville in March and forced 
surrender from Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston a 
month later.  
 
The remaining Confederate armies east of the Mississippi 
surrendered in May, effectively ending the war. The Twelfth 
Illinois then marched to Alexandria, Virginia, where Duffy 
was mustered in for the first time on May 22. Two days later, 
he marched with his unit in the Grand Review of the Armies 
in Washington, D.C. A reporter for the Evening Star wrote:  
 

As we write, the grand armies of Major Gen. Sherman 
are passing by our windows and are receiving the 
plaudits due to their great service. As they pass on in 
steady column, bronzed and worn and bearing their 
battle torn flags, the breast swells… in recognition of 
what the country owes to them now and in all coming 
time.50  

 
Duffy spent a week and a half in the capital before boarding a 
train to Louisville, where the Twelfth Illinois was mustered out 
on July 10, 1865.51 He remained in the Louisville-area after his 
discharge and married a woman named Sibbie Ann 
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Richardson on April 14, 1869.52 Like Joseph, Sibbie Ann had 
been born into slavery. 
 
The Duffys moved to Springfield, Illinois, in 1870 and soon 
after made their way to Washington Township in Marion 
County, Indiana, where four of their children—Eliza, David, 
Maggie and Mose—were born.53 In 1882, the family moved to 
the Mattsville neighborhood on Carmel’s east side. The Duffys 
rented a house along the Noblesville-Indianapolis County 
Road, now Haverstick Road, south of 116th Street.54 There, two 
more children, Mary and John, were born to the couple.55  
 
Joseph was active in the local Grand Army of the Republic 
post and was elected junior vice-commander-in-chief in 
1897.56 He earned a living working on farms in the 
neighborhood and on the county roads.57 His income was 
supplemented by a military pension. The hard labor took a toll 
on his body. He suffered from rheumatism, back pain, kidney 
disease and heart trouble. In 1905, he and Sibbie Ann became 
spokespeople for Dodd’s Kidney Pills. Their testimonials were 
used in newspaper advertisements: 
 

Joseph: I was very sick and almost past going. I tried 
everything which people said was good but got no 
benefit till I tried Dodd’s Kidney Pills. They helped me 
in every way, and I am strong and well now.  
 
Sibbie Ann: I was so bad that if anybody would lay 
down a string, I felt I could not step over it. Since 
taking Dodd’s Kidney Pills, I can run and jump 
fences.58 
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In 1900, Peter and Watt Wise, two of the rougher men of the 
village, picked a fight with David Duffy.59 They beat him with 
a rock, knocking him unconscious and opening a large gash 
on his head. The case was tried in Carmel, but to a 
disappointing end. A correspondent wrote to the Hamilton 
County Ledger: “The case was tried at Carmel last week, and 
no one was fined, and the people cannot understand how this 
can be, for it was surely an aggravated case.”60 County 
Prosecutor Frank Beals charged the Wise brothers with assault 
and battery with intent to kill, but after two trials in the circuit 
court, there was no justice for David.61  

 

 

The Duffy family at a neighborhood picnic 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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The Duffys moved to a farmhouse on Hazel Dell Parkway 
north of 106th Street before 1910.62 It was there that Sibbie Ann 
passed away in 1916. Joseph’s daughter Maggie, her husband 
George O’Neil, and their daughter Anna moved into the 
farmhouse and took care of him. Anna attended the Blue 
School on 106th Street and later, Carmel High School. Joseph 
passed away in 1923.63 He was buried next to his wife in the 
Farley Cemetery at 106th Street and Keystone Parkway. After 
his death, George, Maggie and Anna O’Neil moved to 
Chicago, and the Duffys’ chapter in Carmel came to a close.64 
 

 

 
Joseph Duffy’s Tombstone in the Farley Cemetery.  
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The Akers, Beelers and Grundys 

The Duffys were the only Black household enumerated on the 
1910 census, but around 1915, a family comprised of several 
households, the Beelers, Akers and Grundys, moved to the 
Home Place area in Clay Township.65 This family group was 
also related to the O’Neil family.66  
 
At least a dozen of the Akers and Beeler children attended 
school in what is now Carmel. They were Virgil, Katie, 
Tommy, Robert, Pearl, Solon and Alberta Akers, and Alton, 
Linda, Earl, Freddie and William Beeler. At that time, Clay 
Township students attended the Clay Center School through 
eighth grade and then Carmel High School. 
 
Tommy Akers was a member of Carmel High School’s Class of 
1923 and was the school’s first Black graduate.67 He 
distinguished himself in track and field during his senior year. 
At the 1923 Hamilton County track meet, Tommy finished 
runner-up in the long jump and in the 100-yard dash behind 
Ernest Mills of Noblesville. In the 440-yard dash, he took an 
early lead, but Mills pulled even with him with one hundred 
fifty yards to go. They ran neck and neck to the finish, where 
Tommy lunged for the tape and took the victory. His time of 
fifty-four seconds set a county record that stood for twenty-
five years. He tied his teammate, Lowell Wade, for high-point 
winner of the meet.68  
 
Akers did not compete at the sectional or state meet that year, 
but his opponent from Noblesville, Ernest Mills, placed high 
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in both. Mills won sectional in the 100 and 440-yard dashes 
and finished runner-up at the state meet in both events.69 Had 
Akers competed, he may very well have earned a spot on the 
podium as well. Nonetheless, his 440-yard county record stood 
until 1948.70  
 
Tommy Akers’s brother-in-law, Frank Grundy, was a veteran 
of World War I. The Carmel resident was twenty-three years 
old and newly married to Beulah Akers when he was inducted 
into the army in 1918. On August 22 of that year, he boarded a 
train to Fort Dodge in Iowa, where he was enrolled in Co. B, 
809th Pioneer Infantry.71 After just three weeks of training, his 
regiment was sent to New York, where they boarded the USS 
President Grant for St. Nazaire, France. During the voyage, 
influenza infected about half of the men. Many died and were 
buried at sea. Fortunately, Grundy survived and disembarked 
at the French port on September 23. 
 
The 809th Pioneer Infantry was an all-Black unit.72 The 
regiment primarily worked construction, building hospitals 
and other infrastructure in the port of St. Nazaire. The 809th 
remained overseas eight months after the war’s end on 
November 11, 1918. On July 6, 1919, Grundy boarded the USS 
Scranton with other members of his company bound for 
home.73 The ship arrived in New York ten days later. Grundy 
was honorably discharged later that month.74 In 1920, he and 
his wife rented a house along Hussey Road, now 106th Street, 
next to Sylvester and Maggie Beeler, to whom they were 
related.75  
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Tommy Akers at Carmel High School in 1923 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  

Alton Beeler at Carmel High School in 1924 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Linda Beeler is front and center. Anna O’Neil is second from the right in 
the back row of this photograph of Carmel High School girls, ca. 1924. 

Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  

Earl Beeler at Clay Center, ca. 1923 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Pearl and Robert Akers at Clay Center in 1922 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Earl Beeler is in the front row. Pearl Akers is in the second row. Robert 
Akers is in the third row. This photo was taken at Clay Center, ca. 1918. 

Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Solon Akers in the elementary school at Carmel High School in 1923 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  

William Beeler, son of Andy Beeler, at Clay Center in 1922 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Linda Beeler with Robert Akers at Clay Center, ca. 1917. 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  

Earl Beeler at Clay Center, ca. 1917 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  
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Clay Center School with horse-drawn busses 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society  

Carmel High School constructed in 1921 
Collection of the Carmel Clay Historical Society 
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The Rise and Fall  
of the Klan during the 1920s 

The 1920s were a particularly difficult time for Black residents 
of Indiana, where the Ku Klux Klan’s power and influence 
were more concentrated than any other state.‡ The Klan’s first 
public appearance in Hamilton County took place on October 
4, 1922, when a Klan lecturer from Georgia made a speech 
from the steps of the county courthouse in Noblesville.76 The 
Klan’s numbers grew rapidly the following year due in part to 
the enlistment of protestant ministers, who proselytized for 
the organization.77 That year, Klan demonstrations, cross-
burnings, and parades took place in more than a dozen towns 
in the county, including Carmel.78 By 1924, there were 2,461 
members in Hamilton County, which represented about 
twenty-one percent of native-born White males.79  
 
The Klan had a stronghold in state politics. The group was 
well represented in the Indiana General Assembly and had an 
ally in Governor Edward Jackson. Their members also sat on 
local boards throughout the state. The organization’s 
momentum did not break until the details of a heinous crime 
committed by Indiana’s Grand Dragon, D. C. Stephenson, 
came to light. Klan membership in the state rapidly declined 
following his conviction and life sentence in November 1925.80 
By 1928, the Klan was down to four thousand members in 
Indiana.81  

                                                             
‡ For further reading on the Ku Klux Klan in Carmel and Hamilton County, 
see Tales of the Twentieth Century published by the author in 2022. 
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Bill Stubbs—the Carmel Comet 

In the early 1900s, most of the Black families living in what is 
now Carmel worked as sharecroppers and farmhands with a 
few working in private homes. By 1950, the demographics had 
shifted. Mechanization of farm work in the 1930s and 1940s 
diminished the role of farm laborers. Andrew. J. Stubbs was 
one of the few Black farmhands living in the Carmel-area in 
1950. The Stubbs originally hailed from Cross County, 
Arkansas. They came to Clay Township in 1941 and rented a 
farmhouse on the northwest corner of the intersection of 116th 
Street and the Monon Railroad.  
 

 

 
 
Andrew and Bessie Stubbs’s eldest son, Novirters, enlisted in 
the army soon after the family moved to Indiana. He served 
four and a half years and was discharged in December 1945. 

Stubbs family at the farm in Clay Township 
Courtesy of Jona Stubbs 
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The Stubbs’s youngest son was born Johnathon, but he was 
such a handful when he was a young boy that his parents 
called him “Billy the Kid,” which became Bill as he got older. 
Stubbs was as active in school as his responsibilities on the 
farm would allow. He was a member of the booster club and 
safety patrol for two years and sang in the chorus all four years 
of high school, but it was in track where he distinguished 
himself. Stubbs was introduced to track in a junior high 
physical education class at Clay Center School. He was so fast 
that the instructor, Edgar Cotton, gave the other boys a 15-
foot head start, but Stubbs overtook them every time.82  
 

 

 
Bill Stubbs at his locker at Carmel High School in 1950  

Pinnacle. Carmel High School. 1950, p. 44. 



48 

Twenty boys joined the track team Stubbs’s freshman year. 
The team practiced on the grass of the schoolyard for the most 
part, but the spring of 1947 was particularly cold and rainy 
and forced the team to hold many practices in the school’s 
gymnasium.83 Stubbs showed promise during the preseason 
that he was featured in the Noblesville Daily Ledger’s preview 
of the county track season:  
 

Every year a new crop of stars come along. Who they 
will be this year remains for competition to reveal, but 
according to advance reports one of the brightest of 
the new stars promises to be a freshman at Carmel, 
Billy Stubbs. Coach Earl Overman says Billy has been 
looking good in early season drills and should develop 
into a point winner in the dashes and long jump.84  

 
Stubbs stepped onto a track for the first time when Carmel 
arrived at Noblesville’s Memorial Field for the first track meet 
of the season. There was great anticipation for his first race, 
but no one was prepared for what the Noblesville Daily Ledger 
described as his “startling performances.”85 Stubbs’s first 
official times in the 100 and the 220-yard dashes were the 
fourth fastest in the state at the time, and he demonstrated 
that he would be a threat in the long jump as well.86  
 
The county meet was third on Carmel’s schedule. It was 
usually the biggest meet of the year, as few Hamilton County 
athletes entered the sectional tournament. The seven 
participating schools entered 94 athletes that year. Carmel had 
the most entrants with 18, followed by Noblesville with 15.87  
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Puddles dotted the cinder track of Memorial Field on the day 
of the meet. The rain and cold ensured that no county records 
were broken, but it was a thrilling show nonetheless. Jackson 
Central won its first county championship in the sport with a 
come-from-behind victory in the final event, but Stubbs was 
the star of the meet. He easily won both dashes and placed 
second in the long jump. The newspapers gave Stubbs many 
nicknames over the years, including Blazing Bill, Bullet Bill 
and the Carmel Meteor, but the nickname the Noblesville 
Daily Ledger gave him at the county meet is the one that 
stuck—the Carmel Comet.88  
 
In a quadrangle at Noblesville in May, Stubbs ran the 100 in 
10.2 seconds, which matched the winning time at the state 
meet a few weeks later. One of the timers clocked Stubbs at 
10.1, which would have been the fastest 100 in 1947, had it 
been official. He also ran a personal best 23.6 seconds in the 
220 and won the long jump in one attempt.89  
 
Stubbs entered sectional unbeaten in the dashes. He only 
needed to place in the top two in each event to qualify for the 
state tournament, but the conditions were not favorable for a 
freshman with only a handful of meets under his belt. Rain 
soaked the track at Arsenal Tech High School, making it 
ruddy and uneven. Stubbs ran a good heat in the 100-yard 
prelims, but after a poor start in the final, he finished third 
behind sprinters who finished second and fourth at the state 
tournament the following weekend. Though Stubbs was 
thought to have finished his 220-yard prelim close to 23 
seconds, about half a second lower than his previous best, he 
was unable to qualify for the final.90 His freshman season 
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ended a week sooner than he wanted, but Hamilton County 
track fans eagerly anticipated his return the following spring. 
 
Coach Overman resigned after the 1947 season and was 
replaced by Tom McConnell, a Cicero graduate who had been 
a star on Indiana University’s baseball team.91 With Stubbs in 
top form and an eager new coach, the team quickly improved 
upon its winless season the year before. In the first meet, 
Carmel won all but one race, soundly defeating Westfield and 
Jackson Central. Stubbs swept the 100, 220 and long jump and 
anchored the winning half mile relay team, a heavy load he 
would carry the rest of his high school career.92  
 
Carmel continued to dominate at the second triangular meet, 
winning 10 of 13 events. Stubbs was placed in the far lane of 
the track for the 100, which the Ledger described as “rough 
with ocean-like waves in it, and [it] was muddy and slippery 
with very few cinders extending out that far. It was definitely 
the worst lane on the track, which was of four-lane width but 
stretched into six narrow lanes.”93 Despite the conditions, 
Stubbs shocked the crowd with a personal best 10 seconds flat, 
surpassing defending state champion, Joseph “Pep” Gonzales, 
for the fastest 100 to that point in the season.94 A 10-second 
100 would have won 43 of the 45 previous state 
championships. When asked about the race Stubbs replied, “I 
had to run that fast to beat Landis.”95 Carmel senior Veldon 
Landis ran step for step with Stubbs for the first 60 yards. The 
pair finished first and second in the dashes the remainder of 
the season.  
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Carmel was victorious in the next meet against Noblesville and 
Pendleton. Stubbs set a Memorial Field record with another 
10-second 100. The Pendleton timer clocked him at 9.9 
seconds.96 He was no less impressive in the 220, finishing in 
22.9 seconds, one tenth off the county record. Elsewhere in the 
state, Pep Gonzales reclaimed the top mark in the 100 with a 
time of 9.8 seconds. Track fans across the state were eager for a 
showdown between the two stars. The sportswriter for the 
Noblesville Daily Ledger wrote: “If those two lads get together 
in the state to be held at Tech Field in May, it should develop 
into quite a battle.”97 
 
The 1948 county meet was held at night under the lights. The 
Ledger reported the meet played out before “an overflow 
crowd which jammed the bleachers and lined the fence four or 
five deep—undoubtedly the largest crowd to ever witness a 
track meet in Hamilton County.”98 The undefeated 
Greyhounds were the favorites in one of the most competitive 
fields in the history of the tournament. Six county records 
were matched or broken that night, three by Stubbs, who tied 
the record for both dashes and set a new record for the long 
jump with a leap of 21 ft. 1.75 in. Though Stubbs had a perfect 
night, Carmel was upset by Sheridan.99  
 
Stubbs finished the regular season undefeated in every event, 
including the half-mile relay. Enthusiasm for the Carmel star 
was such that several boys rode their bikes from Carmel all the 
way to Arsenal Tech High School to watch him run at the 
sectional meet, where he was sensational.100 Stubbs stumbled 
at the start of the 100-yard final but overtook the pack and 
won by 15 feet.101 He was so far out in front in the 220-yard 
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final that he coasted the last 100 yards and still finished 25 feet 
in front of the competition.102 He completed a clean sweep by 
winning the long jump. The Ledger was eager to see what 
Stubbs could do the following week when he was pushed by 
the state’s fastest sprinters: 

 
Although sprinters in the north part of the state, 
including defending state champion Joe Gonzales of 
Gary, have turned in fractions of a second faster times 
than the Carmel sophomore sensation, Stubbs hasn’t 
been pushed to his limit any time this year, and 
Hamilton County track enthusiasts are wondering just 
how fast he will run when he is chased all the way out. 
He also is a great competitor, who is at his best when 
under extreme pressure.103 

 
At state, Stubbs ran a 10.1-second heat in the 100 prelims, 
finishing second to Gonzales. A poor start in the final left him 
chasing the pack. Gonzales won in 10 seconds flat. Stubbs ran 
a personal best 22.2 seconds in the 220 final, but it was a full 
second behind Gonzales. He placed sixth in all three of his 
events, which was one position out of a medal and points.104 
 
Stubbs returned his junior year full of ambition. In the first 
meet of the 1949 season, he planned to compete in the 100, 
220, 440 and the long jump. He won the 100 and 440, but a 
cramp kept him out of the 220. He recovered quickly and won 
the long jump with a leap of 20 ft. 10.5 in., which was the best 
leap in the state for the early part of the season.105  
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At the second meet, 1,000 spectators packed Noblesville’s 
Memorial Field on a Tuesday evening for a quadrangle. Stubbs 
ran the 100-yard prelim in 10 seconds flat, and then shocked 
the crowd with the blazing time of 9.8 seconds in the final. 
Newspapers across the state wrote about his incredible run. He 
also won the 220, long jump and the half-mile relay.106  
 
Stubbs was a bona fide star in Carmel, and being a star came 
with privileges. On the day of competitions, the school fed him 
a meal of steak, potatoes and tea and permitted him to nap in 
the teachers’ lounge.107 He was also known to take an 
occasional Monday off after a weekend meet.108 
 
The regular season wound down with four meets in eight days. 
The flurry of competitions began on a Friday with the county 
meet, where Stubbs won all three of his events and anchored 
the winning half-mile relay.109 After a stumble put him in the 
back of the pack at the Muncie Relays the following day, 
Stubbs overtook every sprinter to break the tape in the 100. He 
also leaped a personal best of 21 ft. 9.25 in. in the long jump.110  
 
Carmel competed against Noblesville and Crispus Attucks 
three days later. The meet was initially delayed due to a 
downpour, but after it was apparent the rain was not going to 
let up, meet officials decided to proceed. The heavy schedule 
took its toll on Stubbs. Despite a pulled left thigh muscle, he 
won both of the dashes and place second in the long jump.111 
Without sufficient rest, Stubbs’s injury continued to bother 
him at the Kokomo relays that weekend. Four hundred thirty-
two athletes from 25 schools competed, but none were able to 
beat Stubbs, who won the 100 with the slowest time of his high 
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school career.112 In the final meet before sectional, Stubbs won 
both dashes and came in second in the long jump.113 
 
At sectional Stubbs ran the 100 prelim in 10.2 seconds, 
finishing several strides ahead of 1951 state champion Dick 
Tinnell of Arsenal Tech. He won the final in 10 seconds flat. 
Stubbs leaped over 21 ft. in his first attempt at the long jump, 
which was enough to win. In the 220 prelims, he got out so far 
out ahead of the pack that he “literally walked across the finish 
line in 22.5 seconds” to conserve energy for the final, where he 
broke the sectional record that had stood for 28 years with a 
time of 21.8 seconds. He was the statewide sectional high point 
winner for a second time. The Ledger spoke with Stubbs before 
his final attempt at long jump:  
 

“I’ll take one more jump and then I’m goin’ over and 
get me a bottle of pop.” It was a well-nigh exhausted 
Bill Stubbs, tired but smiling and happy, doing the 
talking while an equally jubilant Tom McConnell, 
coach of the Carmel track team, looked on in awe.114 
 

Stubbs earned Carmel a fourth place finish at sectional with 
his performance. Lem Carey, one of Carmel’s finest athletes in 
his day, invited members of the track team and Coach 
McConnell to dinner to celebrate one of the school’s most 
successful track seasons in decades.115 Carey shared with the 
group that his nephew, Allen Meyerrose of Arsenal Tech, 
boasted he would avenge his sectional loss to Stubbs in the 
long jump. Stubbs responded, “Just wait and see.”116  
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A large contingent of Carmel fans eager to “wait and see” what 
he could accomplish on his road to state accompanied Stubbs 
to the inaugural regional track meet. Despite a flare-up of the 
pulled muscle that had bothered him all season, Stubbs easily 
won the 100 with a time of 10.2 seconds. He jumped the gun at 
the first start of the 220 final and had a terrible restart but 
came from the back of the pack to win in 22.5 seconds. He 
leaped 21 ft. 4 in. on his first long jump attempt. It was good 
enough to beat Meyerrose and qualified him for state with a 
third place finish. He decided not to aggravate the injury with 
a second attempt.117 Stubbs did enough on an injured leg to 
share statewide scoring honors at regional.118 
 
However, Stubbs’s sensational season came to an abrupt end at 
state, where he arrived without his coach and injured. Tom 
McConnell was in Washington D.C., chaperoning the senior 
class trip. Carmel Principal Lester Parker accompanied Stubbs 
in his place. Stubbs finished the 100-yard prelim in agony, but 
qualified for the final. Principal Parker worked on the leg for 
20 minutes between races, but the injury left him hobbling to 
the finish line in the final. He earned a medal with his fifth 
place finish, but limped to the locker room and withdrew from 
the rest of the meet.119 The extended season proved one week 
too long for Stubbs’s injury. Pep Gonzales won both dashes for 
the third year in a row. 
 
When Scholastic Coach compiled its National Honor Roll for 
high school sports at the end of the year, Stubbs’s 9.8-second 
100-yard dash was the second fastest time recorded in the 
country.120 Pep Gonzales ran 9.7 seconds twice in 1949, but the 
times were not sanctioned due to the aid of strong winds.121  
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The 1950 season began with another coaching change. 
Marshall Koontz led the lean squad of 15 athletes through a 
sparse competition schedule. Stubbs started out strong, 
clocking 9.9 seconds in the 100 on grass during a cold 
preseason practice.122 He won all of his events in near freezing 
temperatures in the first meet, but it was not enough to carry 
Carmel to victory over Tipton.123 He followed up that 

Bill Stubbs in the set position in 1950  
Pinnacle. Carmel High School. 1950. 
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performance by clocking 22.1 seconds in the 220 at 
Pendleton.124 It would stand as the fastest 220 in the state in 
1950. He continued to roll through the season, setting new 
meet records in the 100, long jump, and half-mile relay at the 
Borderman Relays in Converse, Indiana, where he also won a 
trophy as the high point winner.125  
 
With Stubbs in top form, expectations were high for Carmel at 
the county meet.126 He had a perfect night and took home the 
award for the high point winner for the fourth year in a row, 
but the Greyhounds fell short again and finished second to 
Sheridan. 127  
 
In his last meet before sectional, Stubbs swept the Kokomo 
Relays in the small school category and was the high point 
winner for the third year in a row.128 After watching Willie 
Williams of Gary Roosevelt compete in the large school 
category, Stubbs told the Ledger he was determined to improve 
his time in both races, as the two seemed destined to meet at 
state.129 Williams had the fastest 100 of the season, and Stubbs 
had the fastest 220.  
 
All hope of a showdown between the state’s best sprinters 
ended at sectional, where Stubbs won the long jump but 
inexplicably finished fourth in the 100 and failed to qualify for 
regional in the 220.130 The Ledger reported the following week 
that Stubbs had gotten a job and would not compete at 
regional.131 The disappointing results at sectional were by no 
means the sign of a star on the decline; Stubbs was still a top 
contender to win state in the 100. However, Stubbs seemed to 
disappear after the sectional meet. He did not attend Carmel’s 
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commencement ceremony two days before regional. The last 
day of school was the last his classmates saw of him. He moved 
to Indianapolis shortly thereafter.  
 

 

 
 
Stubbs had joined the National Guard during his junior year. 
He was a member of an all-Black unit, the 915th Medical 
Ambulance Company.132 His was the first Indiana National 
Guard unit mobilized at the start of the Korean War in the 
summer of 1950.133 The unit was quite active prior to 
mobilization, and it might have been that his service in the 
National Guard prevented him from competing at regional.134 
After the war, he served in the Army Reserves until his death 
in 1977. 
 
No Greyhound did more on athletic ability alone than Bill 
Stubbs. He trained on grass under three coaches in four years, 
none of whom had a background in the sport, and finished his 
track career with school and county records in all three of his 
events as well as the sectional record for the 220 and the 

Bill Stubbs with his teammates in 1950  
Pinnacle. Carmel High School. 1950. 



59 

regional record for both dashes. Carmel did not compete 
against state caliber teams during the regular season, but he 
still posted times that beat or matched those of his rivals, state 
champions from Gary Roosevelt and Gary Froebel, schools 
with well-established track programs that rank first and 
second respectively for the most track state championships in 
IHSAA history. There is no limit to what Stubbs could have 
accomplished in a comparable program. In 2022, Stubbs was 
honored by the City of Carmel, when 7th Street NE was 
renamed Stubbs Way.  
 

 

 
 
The early Black history of Carmel is the story of residents who 
overcame slavery, fought for their country and brought honor 
to their neighborhoods and school. Their perseverance and 
courage is a legacy that should long be remembered in Carmel.  

Bill Stubbs at his desk at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis 
Courtesy of Jona Stubbs. 



60 

 
                                                             
1 Shirts, A. F. “Early Reminiscences of Hamilton County.” Noblesville Independent. 11 
Mar 1887, p. 1; Shirts, A. F. “The Voice of the People.” Indianapolis News. 2 Apr 1896, 
p. 8. 
2 “Ye Olden Time.” Noblesville Ledger. 13 Feb 1880, p. 3; Duncan, Robert. Old Settlers. 
Bowen-Merrill, 1894, p. 4. 
3 Shirts, A. F. “Early Reminiscences of Hamilton County.” Noblesville Independent. 11 
Mar 1887, p. 1. 
4 Shirts, A. F. “Early Reminiscences.” Noblesville Democrat. 27 Apr 1894, p. 7; “Mr. 
Finch’s Recollections.” Indianapolis News. 19 Mar 1896, p. 5; “Sickness Hit Settlement 
in Fall of 1819.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 1 Apr 1969, p. 2; Finch, J. G. “Early Days at 
Noblesville.” Indianapolis Journal. 18 Dec 1898, pg. 17. 
5 Kennedy, Joseph C. G. Population of the United States in 1860; Compiled from the 
Original Returns of the Eighth Census, Under the Direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior. U. S. Government Printing Office, 1864, p. ix. 
6 Collins, Clarence R. “Historical Sketch of Carmel and Community.” Carmel High 
School Annual ‘01. 1901, p. 1. 
7 Haines, John F. History of Hamilton County, Indiana: Her People, Industries and 
Institutions. 741; Hamilton County Deed Book O. 30 Apr 1851, p. 313. Hamilton 
County Recorder’s Office, Noblesville, IN. 
8 Westfield Monthly Meeting (Hamilton County, IN). The Minutes of Westfield 
Monthly Meeting of Friends Opened and First Held the 10th of the 12th Month 1835. 6 
Aug 1840, p. 186. Microfilm 477579. Family History Library, Salt Lake City, UT. 
9 Richland Monthly Meeting. Minutes 1841–1854. 5 May 1847, 2 Jan 1850, 31 Jul 
1850; Richland Monthly Meeting. Minutes 1854–1863. 28 Nov 1860, 25 Dec 1864. 
Carmel Friends Church, Carmel, IN. 
10 “August Election 1844.” The Little Western. [Noblesville, IN]. 20 Jul 1844, p. 3. 
11 “Discussion!” The Little Western. [Noblesville, IN]. 4 May 1844, p. 3. 
12 Shirts, Augustus Finch. A History of the Formation, Settlement and Development of 
Hamilton County, Indiana, from the Year 1818 to the Close of the Civil War. 1901, p. 
248. 
13 Depositions of Henry Meadows and John Walker. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales; 
Deposition of John Vandevers. Singleton Vaughn v. David M. Anthony. U.S. Circuit 
Court Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National 
Archives. Chicago, IL. 
14 Depositions of Sashel Woods and Robert Brown. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales; 
Deposition of Henry Meadows. Singleton Vaughn v. David M. Anthony. U.S. Circuit 
Court Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National 
Archives. Chicago, IL. 
15 Deposition of Henry Meadows. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales. U.S. Circuit Court 
Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National Archives. 
Chicago, IL. 
16 Depositions of Sashel Woods and Jacob Headrick. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales. 
U.S. Circuit Court Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. 
National Archives. Chicago, IL. 



61 

                                                                                                                      
17 Deposition of Jacob Headrick. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales. U.S. Circuit Court 
Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National Archives. 
Chicago, IL. 
18 Hamilton County Deed Book F. 22 Apr 1839, p. 690. Hamilton County Recorder’s 
Office, Noblesville, IN. 
19 U.S. Census Bureau. “Schedule 1. Free Inhabitants in Adams Township in the 
County of Hamilton State of Indiana enumerated by me, on the 12 day of October 
1850.” 1860, p. 17. 
20 Deposition of Joseph Cooper. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales. U.S. Circuit Court 
Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National Archives. 
Chicago, IL. 
21 Bales, Asa. “Attempt at Kidnapping.” Free Labor Advocate and Anti-Slavery 
Chronicle. 17 May 1844, p. 1; Bales, Asa. “Attempt at Kidnapping, Great Excitement.” 
Free Labor Advocate and Anti-Slavery Chronicle. 5 Jul 1844, p. 1.  
22 Deposition of Joseph Cooper. Singleton Vaughn v. Asa Bales. U.S. Circuit Court 
Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National Archives. 
Chicago, IL. 
23 Bales, Asa. “Attempt at Kidnapping, Great Excitement.” Free Labor Advocate and 
Anti-Slavery Chronicle. 5 Jul 1844, p. 1. 
24 Complaint filed by Singleton Vaughn. Singleton Vaughn v. Owen Williams. U.S. 
Circuit Court Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 1844. National 
Archives. Chicago, IL. 
25 “Westfield May 6th, 1844.” Free Labor Advocate and Anti-Slavery Chronicle. 25 May 
1844, p. 3; White, M. C. “Westfield 3rd Month 5th, 1845.” Free Labor Advocate and 
Anti-Slavery Chronicle. 22 Mar 1845, p. 3. 
26 Fees Report of John L. Ketcham, Master in Charge. Singleton Vaughn v. Owen 
Williams. U.S. Circuit Court Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division. May 
1844. National Archives. Chicago, IL; “Vaughn v. Williams.” Western Law Journal. 
November 1845, pp. 65–71. 
27 Hamilton County Deed Book N. 7 Jun 1849, p. 107; Hamilton County Deed Book P. 1 
Dec 1851, p. 83. Hamilton County Recorder’s Office, Noblesville, IN. 
28 “Anti-Slavery Conventions in Indiana.” The Liberator. [Boston, MA]. 22 Sep 1843, p. 
3. 
29 White, William A. “The Hundred Conventions.” The Liberator. [Boston, MA]. 13 Oct 
1843, p. 3. 
30 Douglass, Frederick. Life and Times of Frederick Douglass. Park, 1882, pp. 287–288. 
31 “Letter from Sidney Howard Gay. Milan, Ripley County, (Ind.) Oct 5, 1843.” The 
Liberator. [Boston, MA]. 20 Oct 1843, p. 3; “The Two D. D.’s.” Noblesville Ledger. 3 
Sep 1880, p. 1; “Hon. Frederick Douglass.” Indianapolis Leader. 4 Sep 1880, p. 4. 
32 “Letter from Sidney Howard Gay. Milan, Ripley County, (Ind.) Oct 5, 1843.” The 
Liberator. [Boston, MA]. 20 Oct 1843, p. 3. 
33 Diary of Rhoda Carey Roberts. 1 Sep 1880. Carmel Clay Historical Society, Carmel, 
IN. 
34 “The Two D.D.’s.” Noblesville Ledger. 3 Sep 1880, p. 1. 
35 Ibid. 
36 “Blaine.” The Republican Ledger. [Noblesville, IN]. 24 Oct 1884, pp. 4-5. 



62 

                                                                                                                      
37 “Record of Marriages in Bourbon County Kentucky for the Period of Years 1785 to 
1851 INCLUSIVE.” Marriage Records. Kentucky Marriages. Madison County 
Courthouse, Richmond, Kentucky. 
38 U.S. Census Bureau. “Schedule of the whole number of persons within the division 
allotted to James Hughey by the Marshal of the District (or Territory) of Indiana.” 
1840, pp. 340–341. 
39 “Samuel Harden’s Letter.” Noblesville Ledger. 19 Sep 1879, p. 3. 
40 Hamilton County Deed Book N. 1 Sep 1849, p. 97. Hamilton County Recorder’s 
Office, Noblesville, IN. 
41 Hamilton County Deed Book T. 30 Dec 1854, pp. 267–268. Hamilton County 
Recorder’s Office, Noblesville, IN. 
42 U.S. Census Bureau. “Schedule 1–Free Inhabitants in Jackson Township in the 
County of Hamilton State of Indiana enumerated on the 13th day of June 1860.” 
1860, p. 37; Vincent, Stephen A. Southern Seed, Norther Soil. Indiana University, 
1999, p. 106. 
43 Hamilton County Deed Book 16. 7 Jun 1871, p. 258. Hamilton County Recorder’s 
Office, Noblesville, IN. 
44 William H. H. Hurley. Civil War Service Records. 28th United States Colored Infantry. 
National Archives, Washignton, D.C. 
45 Haines, John F. “Looking Backward.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 27 Dec 1932, p. 6. 
46 “East Branch.” Noblesville Ledger. 18 Dec 1874, p. 4. 
47 Joseph Duffy. Declaration for Pension. 23 May 1912. Pension Certificate # 807227. 
National Archives. Washington, D.C. 
48 Joseph Duffy. General Affidavit. 20 Sep 1916. Pension Certificate # 807227. 
National Archives. Washington, D.C. 
49 Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois. Phillips Bros., 1900, p. 555. 
50 “The Grand Reviews.” Evening Star. [Washington, D.C.]. 24 May 1865, p. 2. 
51 Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois. 555, 583; The War of the 
Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official records of the Union and Confederate Armies. 
ser. 1 vol. 44. 1893, pp. 140–141. 
52 Joseph Duffy and Civy Ann Snyder Marriage Certificate. 14 Apr 1869. Oldham 
County, Kentucky. Note: Sibby Ann was the daughter of Mose Richardson, and most 
documents list her maiden name as Richardson, not Snyder. These include: Sibby A. 
Duffy Certificate of Death. Indiana State Board of Health. 31 Oct 1916. Indiana State 
Archives, Indianapolis, IN; Joseph Duffy. Answers Supplied to the Bureau of Pensions. 
13 Sep 1916, 25 Oct 1897, 4 May 1898. Pension Certificate # 807227. National 
Archives. Washington, D.C. 
53 Joseph Duffy. Declaration for a Pension. 23 May 1912. Pension Certificate # 
807227. National Archives. Washington, D.C. 
54 U.S. Census Bureau. Twelfth Census of the United States: 1900. Schedule No. 1—
Population. Hamilton County, IN, Delaware Township, Sheet 8A; Cottingham, W. F. 
Map of Hamilton County, Indiana. 1896. Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN. 
55 “Will Be 100 Years of Age Saturday.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 3 Nov 1916, p. 1. 
56 “Fishers Switch.” Hamilton County Ledger. 17 Dec 1897, p. 8. 
57 “Delaware Township.” The Times. [Noblesville, IN]. 18 Jan 1906, p. 8. 
58 “There is Just One Sure Way.” The Times. [Noblesville, IN]. 9 Feb 1905, p. 6. 



63 

                                                                                                                      
59 “Mattsville.” The Sheridan News. 21 Mar 1902, p. 3; “In Squire Stipp’s Court.” 
Hamilton County Ledger. 27 May 1902, p. 7. 
60 “Carmel.” Hamilton County Ledger. 6 Jul 1900, p. 8. 
61 “Fight at Mattsville.” Hamilton County Ledger. 29 Jun 1900, p. 6; “Jury Disagreed.” 
Hamilton County Ledger. 23 Nov 1900, p. 1; “Circuit Court Cullings.” The Democrat. 
[Noblesville, IN]. 2 Nov 1900, p. 2; State of Indiana v. Watt Wise. Case 2374. Hamilton 
County Circuit Court. 15 Nov 1900, p. 143; 20 Feb 1901. p. 196. Hamilton County 
Clerk’s Office. Noblesville, IN. 
62 U.S. Census Bureau. Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910—Population. 
Hamilton County, IN, Delaware Township, Sheet 6B; “R.F.D. No. 7.” The Enterprise. 
[Noblesville, IN]. 2 Nov 1906, p. 2; Cottingham, C. J. and H. L. Findley. Map of 
Hamilton County, Indiana. 1906. Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN; U.S. Census 
Bureau. Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920—Population. Hamilton 
County, IN, Delaware Township, Sheet 8B; Atlas and Plat Book of Hamilton County, 
Indiana and Hamilton County Honor Roll. Enterprise, 1922, p. 21. 
63 Noblesville Daily Ledger. 14 Sep 1923, p. 1. 
64 U.S. Census Bureau. Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930. Population 
Schedule. Chicago, IL, Fifth Ward, Block No. 46. Sheet 2A. 
65 U.S. Census Bureau. Fourteenth Census of the United States. Clay Township, 
Hamilton County, Indiana. 19 Mar 1920. Sheet 3A. 
66 “Sheridan Items.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 22 Jul 1920, p. 6. 
67 “Commencement Exercises at Carmel.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 11 May 1923, p. 1. 
68 “Noblesville Won Track and Field Meet by Big Margin.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 28 
Apr 1923, p. 1. 
69 The Indiana High School Athletic Association. Nineteenth Annual Handbook and 
Report of the Board of Control. 1923, pp. 64, 87. 
70 “Westfield Wins First Night Track Meet Here; White Shatters County 440 Record.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 21 Apr 1948, p. 2. 
71 “Eleven Colored Boys for Military Service.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 9 Aug 1918, p. 
8; “Eleven Colored Boys Started for France.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 22 Aug 1918, p. 
5. 
72 “Enlargement of Dodge Begun.” Denison Review. [Denison, IA]. 18 Sep 1918, p. 1. 
73 Indianapolis News. 10 Jul 1919, p. 15.  
74 “Colored Soldiers Land.” Indianapolis Star. 17 Jul 1919, p. 5; Frank Grundy Military 
Service Record. Form 724-1, A. G. O. Indiana State Archives, Indianapolis, IN. 
75 U.S. Census Bureau. Fourteenth Census of the United States. Clay Township, 
Hamilton County, Indiana. 19 Mar 1920. Sheet 4B. 
76 “Nolan Tells about the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 5 Oct 
1922, p. 1. 
77 “Says Klan Rosters Lists 4,000 in State.” Indianapolis News. 20 Feb 1928, p. 23. 
78 “Local Klansmen Becoming Active.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 26 Jan 1923, p. 1; 
“Klansmen in a Parade at Cicero.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 5 Feb 1923, p. 1; “Klan at 
Atlanta.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 13 Mar 1923, p. 1; “Perkinsville.” Noblesville Daily 
Ledger. 26 Mar 1923, p. 2; “Two Large Klan Meetings Held in the County.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 19 May 1923, p. 1; “Big Meet of the Klan at Sheridan.” Noblesville Daily 
Ledger. 28 May 1923, p. 1; “Ku Klux at Durbin.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 13 Jun 1923, 



64 

                                                                                                                      
p. 1; “Wayne Township Breaks All Her Old Time Records.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 15 
Jun 1923, p. 1; “Klan Was Out in Force at Westfield Thursday Night.” Noblesville Daily 
Ledger. 22 Jun 1923, p. 1; “Big Klan Meeting at Clarksville.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 
14 Jul 1923, p. 1; “Klansmen at Jolietville.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 22 Aug 1923, p. 1; 
“Klan at Atlanta.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 11 Sep 1923, p. 1; “Perkinsville.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 9 Oct 1923, p. 4; “Klansmen Burned Cross at Boxleytown.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 28 Dec 1923, p. 1. 
79 D. C. Stephenson Irvington 0492. 142; U.S. Bureau of the Census. Fourteenth 
Census: Indiana Compendium. 1924, p. 36. 
80 “D. C. Stephenson’s Name Mentioned in Klan Trial.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 22 Jan 
1926, p. 1; “Says Klan Rosters List 4,000 in State.” Indianapolis News. 20 Feb 1928, p. 
1. 
81 “Says Klan Rosters List 4,000 in State.” Indianapolis News. 20 Feb 1928, p. 1. 
82 Phone interview with Elmer Featherston of Angola, IN, on 31 Mar 2017. 
83 Phone interview with Dean Heiser of Fullerton, CA, on 15 Nov 2017; “Carmel Boys 
Drilling for Track Season.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 5 Apr 1947, p. 2. 
84 “County Track Season Opens Next Friday.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 7 Apr 1947, p. 
2. 
85 “Noblesville Triumphs in Track Meet.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 15 Apr 1947, p. 2. 
86 “County Track Stars Make Fine Records.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 Apr 1947, p. 
2. 
87 “94 Boys Entered in Annual County Track Carnival.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 24 Apr 
1947, p. 2. 
88 “Jackson Central Eagles Win First County Track and Field Championship.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 26 Apr 1947, p. 2. 
89 “Pendleton Winner Night Track Meet.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 15 May 1947, p. 2. 
90 “Miller Star Qualifies for State.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 May 1947, p. 2. 
91 “Carmel Track Squad Preparing for a Strenuous Schedule this Spring.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 30 Mar 1948, p. 2. 
92 “Carmel wins Triangular Meet from Westfield and Jackson Central.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 8 Apr. 1948, p. 2. 
93 “Sports Sidelines.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 Apr 1948, p. 2. 
94 “Stubbs sets State’s Fastest Mark in 100 as Carmel wins City Meet.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 15 Apr 1948, p. 4. 
95 “Sports Sidelines.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 Apr 1948, p. 2. 
96 “Sports Sidelines.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 26 Apr 1948, p. 2. 
97 “Carmel Wins Record Shattering Meet Here; Seven Field Marks Fall.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 24 Apr 1948, p. 2. 
98 “Sheridan Wins County Track Title; 4 Records Fall, 2 others Equaled.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 1 May 1948, p. 2. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Murphy, Merritt. “Hamilton Highlights.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 15 May 1948, p. 
1. 
101 Lamm, Corky. “24th Team Title Goes to Green in Qualifying 7 and Mile Relay Crew.” 
Indianapolis Star. 15 May 1948, p. 18. 



65 

                                                                                                                      
102 “County’s Four Qualifiers Ready for State Track Competition Saturday.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 21 May 1948, p. 2. 
103 “County’s Four Entrants in State Track Meet Drill for Event Saturday.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 19 May 1948, p. 2. 
104 “Don White Wins 3rd in 440 in State Meet; Gary and Stubbs Finish 6th.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 24 May 1948, p. 2. 
105 “The Sports Ledger.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 11 Apr 1949, p. 2. 
106 “Bill Stubbs Wins 100 in 9.8 Seconds; Carmel Team Frist in Quadrangular Meet.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 13 Apr 1949, p. 2. 
107 Phone interview with Christopher Stubbs of Indianapolis, IN, on 5 Sep 2017. 
108 Phone interview with Elmer Featherston of Angola, IN, on 31 Mar 2017. 
109 “Sheridan Retains County Track Title; Pitts Sets New Record; Two Marks Tied.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 23 Apr 1949, p. 2. 
110 Lamm, Corky. “Anderson Wins Relay Meet.” Indianapolis Star. 24 Apr 1949, sect. 
7, p. 1. 
111 “Carmel, Noblesville Lose to Attucks Thinlies in Downpour.” Noblesville Daily 
Ledger. 27 Apr 1949, p. 2. 
112 “The Sports Ledger.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 2 May 1949, p. 2. 
113 “Carmel Wins Track Meet at Pendleton.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 11 May 1949, p. 
2. 
114 “Bill Stubbs Wins 100, 220, Broad Jump; Sets New Sectional 220 Mark of :21.8.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 14 May 1949, p. 2. 
115 “The Sports Ledger.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 May 1949, p. 2. 
116 “The Sports Ledger.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 18 May 1949, p. 2. 
117 “Bill Stubbs, Harold Pitts to Represent Hamilton County in State Track Meet.” 
Noblesville Daily Ledger. 23 May 1949, p. 2.  
118 Indianapolis Recorder. 28 May 1949, p. 11. 
119 McLeaster, Don. “Crippled Stubbs Scores County’s only Point at State.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 31 May 1949, p. 2. 
120 “1949 National Honor Roll.” Scholastic Coach. Dec 1949. 
121 “Gonzales Runs Century in 9.7.” The Times (Munster, IN) 10 Apr 1949, p. 33. 
122 McLeaster, Don. “Stubbs Runs 9.9 Century in Practice; Carmel Track Team Opens 
Season Apr. 21.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 6 Apr 1950, p. 2. 
123 Tipton Defeats Carmel in Dual Meet, 52 to 39.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 13 Apr 
1950, p. 2. 
124 “Stubbs Runs Season’s Best 220 as Carmel Team Defeats Pendleton.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 18 Apr 1950, p. 2. 
125 “Carmel Wins Three Firsts in Converse Meet.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 24 Apr 
1950, p. 2. 
126 McLeaster, Don. “Sports.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 17 Apr 1950, p. 2.  
127 “Mile Relay Victory Wins County Track Crown for Sheridan Team.” Noblesville 
Daily Ledger. 29 Apr 1950, p. 2.  
128 “Bill Stubbs Wins at Kokomo Relays.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 1 May 1950, p. 2. 
129 “The Sports Ledger.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 2 May 1950, p. 2. 
130 “Stubbs Wins Broad Jump at Tech Sectional Friday.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 13 
May 1950, p. 2. 



66 

                                                                                                                      
131 “Bill Stubbs May be out of Regional Meet Today.” Noblesville Daily Ledger. 20 May 
1950, p. 2.  
132 Military service record. Jonathon Stubbs, SFC. 915th Med Amb Co. National 
Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, MO. 
133 “Indianapolis Ambulance Unit Called.” Indianapolis News. 5 Aug 1950, p. 9. 
134 “State Guard Unit Ready to Move.” Indianapolis News. 12 Sep 1950, p. 23. 




